To the. Men and Women of the Nation, the Political Parties, and to all 
i Parliamentary Candidates. 


GENERAL ELECTION, 1935 


ELECTION ADDRESS 


of the 


EQUAL STATUS OF WOMEN 
COMMITTEE 


Representing the 
Actresses Franchise League 
Association for Moral and Social Hygiene 
National Union of Women Teachers 
Open Door Council 
St. Joan’s Social and Political Alliance 
Women Peers Committee 
Women’s Freedom League 
Cambridge Standing Committee for Equal Citizenship 
Edinburgh Society for Equal Citizenship 


PROGRAMME 


1. Equal Economic Status 
ll. Equal Moral Status and Responsibility 
iil. Equal Personal Status 
IV. Equal Status the Basis of International Co-operation 


Although women now vote on the same terms as men, there are still injustices 
to be remedied and obstacles to be removed in order that they may have full political, 
economic and social equality and responsibility with men, 

The Societies united in the Equal Status of Women Committee set forth in 
this Election Address a number of the reforms which are essential to the establishment 
of this complete equality, and call upon all men and women to co-operate in securing 
the speedy abolition of all disabilities imposed upon women, so that they may share 
fully with men the responsibilities and rights of adult citizens. 


I. EQUAL ECONOMIC STATUS 


EMANCIPATION OF THE WOMAN EARNER 


We demand recognition of a woman’s fundamental right to be regarded as an 
individual, of her right to contract, to earn, to receive equal pay for equal work, 
and to have equal opportunities with men for entry and promotion in her work. 

We demand that a married woman shall be free to decide for herself whether 
or not she shall engage in paid work and that the Sex Disqualification (Removal) 
Act, which purported to throw open all posts to women irrespective of marriage, 
shall be made effective. 


GOVERNMENT AND MUNICIPAL SERVICES 


On the grounds of justice, eficiency and the maintenance of the standard of 
living, we demand that women Civil Servants, Teachers, and all other employees 
of Local Authorities, shall be paid at the same rate as men for similar or identical 
work. 


Government Service.—The Diplomatic, Consular, Indian and Colonial Services 
and the ‘Trades Commissioner Service, are closed to women by Order in Council 
under the Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act. 

Women Civil Servants are still paid at a lower rate than men in the same grade 
although resolutions in favour of equal pay were passed by the House of Commons 
in May, 1920, and August, 1921. 


We demand that these injustices be remedied. 


The Teaching Profession.—Since the Educational Service is directed by Local 
Authorities under the control of the Board of Education and the Treasury, the 
Government is directly responsible for the present inequitable conditions under 
which women teachers, having the same qualifications and performing the same 
duties as men, receive approximately 80 per cent. of their men colleagues’ rate of 
salary. Also, since pensions are based on average salaries, women teachers are 
further penalised by receiving smaller pensions than men for the same length of 
service. 

We call upon the Government returned to power to take immediate steps to 
establish equal pay for equal work in the teaching profession, and, further, we demand 
that appointments to the headships of mixed schools, to administrative posts and 
the inspectorate shall be open equally to men and women and that the best candidate, 
irrespective of sex, shall be appointed. 


EQUAL SOCIAL INSURANCE 


Women have been treated with gross injustice in the Social insurance schemes 
of the country. 

In Unemployment Insurance women have taken far less out of the fund than 
have men yet a much higher percentage of women have been disallowed benefit. 
‘They have been more severely dealt with than men under the means test, they get 
less than men proportionately for their contributions, and their funds have been 
taken to pay for some of the men’s dependents. 


Under the Anomalies Act nearly a quarter of a million married women have 
lost their insurance rights—rights they have paid for—solely on the ground of 
matriage. | 

Under Health Insurance, because their claims were higher than those of men 
(but not higher than several groups of men) women have had their benefits lowered. 


We demand that this exploitation of women in Insurance shall cease and 
that :-— 
(a) the contributions payable by and on behalf of women be made the 
same as for men, and that the benefits be the same for women and men ; 
(5) the Anomalies Act shall be so amended as to restore to married women 
workers the right to obtain unemployment benefit on the same conditions as 
other workers. 


WOMEN IN INDUSTRY 


We demand that, in industry, any regulations and restrictions shall apply 
equally to men and women, that is to say, they should be based on the nature of 
the work, and not on the sex of the worker. 


Restrictions on women’s work, which are not placed on men’s work, are not 
protection but are limitations of women’s right to contract and her wage earning 
opportunities. ‘They encourage the exploitation of women in already over-crowded 
and under-paid trades. 


At present the adult woman is classed in Labour Law with the young person 
and the child. The recognition of women, in such laws, as adult human beings with 
the same personal rights as adult men will be the first step towards the abolition of 
the present artificial division between men’s work and women’s work, and towards 
the abolition of the present artificial division of wage rates into a “‘ male rate ” and 


a “ female rate,” irrespective of the similarity or even the identity of the work done. 
The only real protection for wage earning women is equal status and equal pay. 

We demand that the Government shall not ratify the new (Geneva) Night 
Work Convention, and shall denounce all international conventions imposing 
differential restrictions on women’s right to work. 


TRADE BOARDS 


We demand that, when Trade Boards fix minimum rates of wages, these shall 
not be lower for women than for men. 


INCOME TAX OF MARRIED PERSONS 


We demand that the incomes of married persons shall be automatically assessed 
and taxed separately. Each spouse shall be entitled to the ordinary personal 
abatements on his or her separate income and shall share between them any marriage 
and children’s abatements. 


WOMEN POLICE 


We demand that women police shall be an integral part of every Police Force 
in the country, with equal training, equal status, equal pay, and equal opportunities 
for gaining wide practical experience of criminal procedure and of all branches 
of police work. 


ll. EQUAL MORAL RESPONSIBILITY 


We demand that the laws of Great Britain shall uphold and maintain the 
principle of equal moral responsibility for men and women. We welcome the 


decision of the Court of Criminal Appeal in 1933, placing an equal responsibility ““*"""” 


under the Criminal Law upon women as upon men for indecent assault of any 
male or female person under 16. But the existing laws dealing with solicitation by 
alleged “‘ common prostitutes ”’ are the negation of equal responsibility for both 
sexes. They are unjust as between men and women and make of a small group of 
women a class of legal outcasts. These laws, passed over eighty years ago, are 
obsolete. They have been declared unsatisfactory by the Departmental Committee 
on Street Offences which, in 1928, recommended their complete repeal. 

We demand the repeal of all the existing laws of Great Britain dealing with 
solicitation by women, and the substitution of a genuinely equal law, under which 
any person, whether man or woman, wilfully annoying or molesting any other 
person in any street, or public place, shall be guilty of an offence. We demand 
also that, in all such cases, the evidence of the person annoyed or molested shall be 
required before a conviction can be obtained. 


Il. EQUAL PERSONAL STATUS 


NATIONALITY OF MARRIED WOMEN 


We demand that a British woman shall have restored to her the right of 
retaining her nationality on marriage with an alien, which was taken from her in 
1870, and that, irrespective of marriage, she shall have the same right as a man to 
retain or change her nationality. 


WOMEN PEERS 
We demand that Peeresses in their own right shall sit and vote in the House 
of Lords and this before any other alteration in the constitution of the Second 
Chamber so that they may take part in the discussions on any further reform of 
the House of Lords. 
We demand that, in any such reform of the Second Chamber, men and women 
peers shall have equal eligibility and voting rights. 
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PURCHASE OF WOMEN: MARRIAGE CONTRACTS 


We demand that in all territories under British jurisdiction it shall definitely 
be laid down that no woman, whatever her race, shall be sold by her father or alleged 
proprietor ; that no marriage contract shall be made for any girl under 14 years, 
or for a girl over 14 years without her consent, and that there shall be no inheritance 
of a widow by her husband’s heirs. 


IV. EQUAL STATUS THE BASIS OF INTERNATIONAL 
CO-OPERATION 





This country is committed to support the Covenant of the League of Nations ; 
and to co-operation within the League to secure the peace of the world and to 
further various social and humanitarian reforms. In pursuing these aims the full 
and effective co-operation of women is essential. ‘The League itself has sought it. 
But if Great Britain denies to its women the full equal status with men which is 
their right as adult persons, it is hindering that co-operation. British women can 
neither take their right place nor assume a full responsibility so long as they suffer 
from the disabilities detailed in this manifesto, and we consider it is a reflection on 
the British Government that, in 1935, women still have to waste time, energy and 
money pleading for that equality of status which is the right of any adult citizen. 


On the grounds of international as well as national well-being we demand for 
the women of Great Britain a complete equality of status. 


Please detach and return to :— Tel. : Whitehall 4651. 


THe Hon. SECRETARY, EQUAL STATUS OF WOMEN COMMITTEE, 
IDDESLEIGH House, CaxTON STREET, LONDON, S.W.1. 


I am in favour of the programme of the Equal Status of Women Committee and if 


elected I will support legislation to implement their demands. 


Comments 


Candidate for 
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